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After a 3-year hiatus due to COVID-19, this summer kids with special needs were able to get 

back into the water for the Monterey Bay Aquarium's annual Days of Discovery, funded 

through a partnership with the Salinas Valley Health Foundation and our Children's Miracle 

Network Hospitals Program. 

This unique program gets kids between the ages of 8 and 14 with varying special needs into 

the water to experience surface scuba diving, many for the first time. Regardless of the child's 

needs, the experience is adapted to their specific abilities and comfort levels. 

Click here to see more r2hotos from the dive session held on SaturdaY., August 26th. 

During the free program, each child tries on a dry suit, mask and regulator, based on their own 

comfort level. Then with the support of two or more skilled divers, they enter the water to 

surface dive in the Aquarium's Great Tide Pool. 

Divers guide the child, pointing out interesting ocean animals, ensuring a memorable 

experience. As needed, adaptive gear is provided so every child can view the amazing world 

found under the surface of the ocean comfortably and safely. Over three days this past 

summer, nearly 100 children participated in what the divers call "the best day of the year." 

https://www.salinasvalleyhealth.com/photo-gallery/days-of-discovery-2023/
https://www.salinasvalleyhealth.com/photo-gallery/days-of-discovery-2023/






https://www.salinasvalleyhealth.com/patients-visitors/walk-with-a-doc/


Small Business, Big Impact was created early in the 

COVID-19 pandemic in an effort to help local small 

businesses during a time of uncertainty, while also 

helping support the increased healthcare needs of 

our community and our hospital. 

Since that time, the Small Business, Big Impact campaign has evolved into a year-long effort to connect 

small businesses who want to give back, with an easy and meaningful way to help improve the health and 

wellbeing of our local community. 

Thank you to our first Small Business, Big Impact 

partner, MaxFit Market, who supported our Mobile 

Clinic Fund in August. Not only did they make a 

generous donation, but they also collected additional 

donations at the register of all three of their locations! 

Thank you, MaxFit! 

••••• 

Up next, our friends at Alvarado on Main are hosting a Small Business, 

Big Impact campaign from September 10th -14th, with 5% of all sales 

donated to our Mobile Clinic Fund (excluding Happy Hour menu). 

Stop by and enjoy a delicious meal and one of their hand crafted beers, 

sours, or ciders, while knowing that your visit will help to provide no

cost healthcare to some of our areas most underserved communities. 

Thank you, Alvarado on Main! 
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